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WILLIAM  FOWLE,  Esq. 

ONE  OF  THE  WARDENS  TO  THE  WORSHIPFUL  COM¬ 
PANY  OF  APOTHECARIES* 


Permit  me,  Sir,  thus  publicly  to 
pay  this  fmall  tribute  ox  gratitude  for 
the  many  favours  I  have  received 
at  your  hands.  There  is  one  motive 
which  will  induce  you  to  look  on 

■v. 

this  little  work  with  approbation  ;  it 
is  at  lead  meant  to  be  ujeful  to  man¬ 
kind. 

Ï  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moil  obliged  Nephewy 

V  « 

and  humble  Servant, 

.  .  "s  ■  _  ' 

Devizes,  JV.  FOJVLËj 
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TRANSLATOR’S 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E, 


The  Experiments  related  in  this  work,  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  very  fatisfaCtoryy  and  were  made  by  a 
man  of  the  highejl  refpeCt ability  on  the  Continent i  are 
the  chief  inducements  to  me  to  venture  this  tranfla- 
iion .  There  are  other  parts  of  the  worky  certainly  y 
not  unexceptionable  y  but  which  I fhall  not  mention  here , 
as  I  mean  to  take  the  liberty  of  criticifmg  them  in  my 
Hiftory  of  the  Small  Poxy  with  Remarks  on  the  va¬ 
rious  Theories  of  the  T)ifeafey  and  the  different  Modes 
of  Practice  ufed  by  Authors  who  have  written  on  this 

Subject , 
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translator’s  preface. 


Subje^f3  which  I  hope  Joon  to  make  ready  for  the 
Prefs.  I  cannot y  however ,  omit  remarking ,  that  the 
Calomel  given  by  our  author  y  feems  rather  to  have  ap¬ 
proached  nearer  to  the  Corrofive  Sublimate  •  asy  in  the  . 
third  Expiment,  he  /peaks  of  a  ftrong  folution  of  this 
Calomely  which ,  if  properly  preparedy  would  have 
been  nearly  infoluble. 
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The  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  in  Paris  declare,  cc  that 
a  the  Experiments  are  made  with  fagacit y,  and  related 
<c  with  clearnefs  and  precifion,  and  tend  to  prove,  that  mer- 
cc  curius  dulcis  diminifhes  and  deilroys  the  force  of  the  va» 
a  riolous  virus.  M.  Van  W oenfel  has  opened  a  new  road, 
cc  by  the  moil  valuable  obfervations,  which  is  able  to  con- 
ct  duel  us  to  a  more  efficacious  treatment  than  that  which 
ct  has  hitherto  been  employed.  We  are  therefore  of  opi- 
^  nion,  that  he  merits  the  approbation  of  this  Society.” 
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TO  THE 

\ 

R  E  A  D  E  R 


.1  know  of  no  one  who  has  made  any  experiments 
tending  fo  diredtly  to  prove  the  fpecific  virtue  of 
Mercury  in  the  $mall  Pox,  as  thofe  which  I  now 
offer  to  the  public  :  it  is  under  this  idea  1  have 
called  them  new.  If  I  have  been  deceived,  and 
any  one  has  anticipated  me  in  this  bufinefs,  1  (hall 
be  happy  to  relinquifh  my  claim  on  the  firff  oc- 
cafion. 

Before  I  enter  into  a  detail  of  thefe  experi¬ 
ments,  I  have  judged  it  neceffary  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  theprogrefs  of  my  ideas  and  conjectures  s 
a  plan  which  I  think  every  one  who  relates  a  new 
difcovery  ought  to  purfue. 

Physicians  mav  be  divided  into  two  dafies 

* 

the  one,  enemies  to  novelty,  feem  to  have  deter- 
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mined  never  to  leave  the  beaten  path  ;  the  others, 
on  the  contrary,  efteem  that  qualification  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  ground  for  their  approbation.  I  muft 
make  my  apology  to  the  firft,  for  pointing  out  a 
more  certain  and  eafy  cure  of  the  Small  Pox,  by 
begging  them  to  recoiled,  that  it  is  the  cautious 
inftitution  of  experiments  alone  which  has  raifed 
medicine  to  its  prefent  degree  of  perfedion  ;  and 
muft  requefl  thofe  on  the  other  fide  not  to  adopt 
my  opinion  till  experience  has  fhewn  their  fa- 
lidity. 

I  have  been  told  that  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  by 
no  means  new; — to  this  I  anfwer,  that  whilft  it 
was  combined  with  purgatives,  there  muft  always 
have  remained  a  doubt  to  which  we  fhould  attri¬ 
bute  the  fuccefs.  The  diminutive  dofes  in  which 
it  was  exhibited,  fufficiently  fhew  in  what-  dread 
it  was  held  by  praditioners.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that 
as  mercury  is  proved  to  be  an  antidote  to  the  va¬ 
riolous  miafma,  it  might  prevent  its  developement  ; 
but  after  it  had  been  difcontinued  for  fome  time, 
the  patient  would  again  be  expofed  to  the  danger 
of  natural  contagion.  But  if  the  experiments  de- 
monftrate  that  mercury,  applied  diredly  to  vari¬ 
olous  matter,  deftroys  its  power  of  communica¬ 
ting  the  difeafe,  the  detail  into  which  I  have  en¬ 
tered 
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tored  in  the  firfl  part,  proves  alfo,  that  a  few 
grains  given  internally,  divided  and  mixed  with  the 
whole  mafs  of  humours,  aft  only  in  moderating 
the  fymptoms  ;  that,  when  given  in  this  manner, 
mercury  does  not  prevent  the  dneafe,  it  only  ie- 
moves  the  danger  ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  exhibit  a  me¬ 
dicine,  whofe  divifibility  is  fo  great,  in  whatever 
quantity  we  may  with. 


PART  THE  FIRST. 


I  WAS  furnifhed  by  my  fituation,  as  Phyfician 
to  the  Corps  imperial  des  Cadets  Nobles  at  St. 
Peterfbourg,  with  an  opportunity  of  inoculating, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  number  of  Cadets  lately  re¬ 
ceived  into  that  eftablifhment,  deftined  for  the 
education  of  the  Nobleffe. 

The  excefiive  heat  of  the  weather  was  a  very 
Prong  reafon  for  the  delay  of  inoculation  ;  but 
as  a  very  malignant  fort  of  Small  Pox  w  as,  at  that 

B  2  time, 
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time,  raging  through  the  whole  city,  I  thought  it 
more  advifeable  to  proceed  to  the  operation,  than 
to  expofe  fuch  a  number  of  children  to  the  danger 
of  natural  contagion,  which  it  was  almoft  impof- 
fibie  to  avoid  in  fo  large  an  edabliffiment. 

In  reflecting  on  the  method  of  preparation,  it 
was  natural  to  pay  particular  attention  to  that  of 
Mr.  Sutton,  who  has  gained  fuch  great  reputation 
by  his  reiterated  fuccefs.  It  immediately  appear¬ 
ed  to  me,  that  the  advantage  of  his  method  was 
to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the  frnall  dofe  of  mer¬ 
cury  which  he  exhibited  to  his  patients,  as  one- 
twelfth'of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  feemed  much 
more  adapted  to  conceal  the  defign  of  the  author, 
than  to  anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe. 

Boerhaave  wras  the  firfl  perfon  who  imagined 
that  mercury  poffefled  a  ipecific  power  againfl  the 
Small  Pox,  The  doubts  of  this  celebrated  phy- 
hcian,  whether  mercury  or  antimony  contained 
this  property,  were  the  reafon  that  the  two  have 
been  combined  by  practitioners,  who  at  lead: 
hoped  to  render  the  mercury  more  efficacious  by 
the  addition  of  antimonv. 


*  i 


Some 
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Some  Englifh  phyficians  at  Philadelphia,  em¬ 
boldened  by  the  conjecture  of  Boerhaave,  were 
the  firft,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  who  exhibited  mer¬ 
cury  in  this  difeafe  ;  but  the  mode  of  exhibition 
fufficiently  ihewed  their  fears,  as  they  conftantly 
followed  it  with  a  dofe  of  pulvis  cornachinus  ;  if 
they  had  no  dread  of  its  bad  effects,  why  was  it 
driven  out  of  the  body  by  purges  ? 

Experiments  of  this  kind  mut  confequentîy 
leave  us  in  doubt  whether  we  are  to  attribute  our 
'  fuccefs  to  mercury,  antimony,  or  to  the  purges. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  make  a  fmall  di- 
greffion. 

They  complain,  and  not  without  reafon,  of  the 
want  of  fpecifics  ;  but  in  the  reigning  cuftom  of 
loading  prefcriptions  with  a  number  of  medicines, 
which  till  exits,  though  in  a  fmaller  degree, 
how  is  it  poffible  to  be  otherwife  ?  During  a  long 
period,  the  value  of  a  medicine  arofe  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  its  ingredients,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Opinion  has  led  numbers  ;  but  why  they, 
w7hofe  characters  are  already  etabliihed,  whofe  writ¬ 
ings  breathe  nothing  but  an  eulogium  on  fimpli- 
eity,  fhould  continue  in  the  beaten  track,  I  cannot 

conceive. 
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conceive.  What  man  praifed  fimplicity  more 
than  Boerhaave  ?  yet  fee  his  prefc options  ! 

Is  it,  then,  that  we  teach  with  eafe  what  we 
practife  with  difficulty  ? 

It  may  happen,  that  a  medicine  poffieffes  fome 
noxious  quality,  which  may  be  correéted  by  an¬ 
other  ingredient — that  fome  particular  indication 
cannot  be  anfvvered,  except  by  the  combination 
of  two  medicines; — then  combine  them;  but  why 
fhould  they  be  multiplied  without  rhime  or 
feafon  ? 

There  is  another  reafon  which  ought  to  dif- 
guft  us  with  this  mode  of  proceeding  ;  many  fim- 
plesf  with  whofe  medical  virtues  we  are  per¬ 
fectly  well  acquainted,  on  combination  with  each 
other  gain  newr  properties,  of  which  we  are  totally 
ignorant. 

However  this  may  be,  the  dofe  of  mercury 
appeared  to  me  far  too  feeble  to  exert  the  w’hole 
of  its  efficacy. 

The  reafoning  which  feems  to  have  infpired 
all  thefe  fears  is  this  ; — The  Small  Pox,  at  its  com¬ 
mencement, 
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mencement,  appears  as  a n  inflammatory  fever* 
terminating  itfelf  by  the  eruption  of  a  matter 
which  foon  fuppu rates  ;  the  difeafe  then  puts  on 
all  the  appearances  of  a  putrid  fever  ;  a  putrid  fe¬ 
ver  is  a  diffolution  of  the  humours — mercury  dif- 
folves  the  humours*  confequently  mercury  is  hurt¬ 
ful.— This  is  one  example  from  a  thoufand,  where 
an  extravagant  defire  to  give  a  pretended  expla¬ 
nation  of  what  paffes  in  a  lick  body,  has  produced 
the  mofi  fatal  confequences  to  medicine. 

Since  they  fay,  that  the  Small  Pox  conflits  in 
a  diffolution  of  the  humours,  wre  might  prefume 
that  the  idea  is  fixed,  is  precife  ;  but  the  plague 
and  the  feurvy  confifl;  equally  in  a  diffolution  of 
the  humours.  Is  there,  then,  no  difference  in 
the  three  difeafes  ? 

What  fervice  is  it,  then,  to  content  ourfelves 
with  thefe  arguments,  fince  the  vrord  <f  diffolution  * 
denotes  fo  many  deviations  from  health  ? 

As  the  Small  Pox,  in  its  commencement,  ap¬ 
pears  with  inflammatory  fymptoms,  is  it  not 
reafonable  to  imagine,  that  mercury,  by  refilling 
their  a&ion,  renders  the  difeafe  lefs  fatal  ? 


$ 
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This  reafoning  is  perhaps  as  feeble  as  the  other 5 
but  in  our  prefent  ignorance  of  the  proximate 
caufe  of  this  difeafe,  every  one  may  be  allowed  to 
form  his  own  opinion;  I  was  therefore  determined 
to  try  it  the  firfi:  opportunity. 

The  age  of  the  children  admitted  into  the 
Corps  des  Cadets,  is  from  five  to  feven  years.  The 
relations  who  bring  them  are  queftioned,  whether 
they  have  had  the  Small  Pox  ?  and  thofe  who  are 
to  undergo  inoculation  are  feparated,  that  they 
may  be  prepared  in  the  manner  the  phyfician 
choofes. 

Ten  days  before  inoculation,  I  forbade  the  ufe 
of  animal  food,  and  expofed  the  children  to  as 
cold  an  air  as  the  feafon  and  fituation  of  the  houfe 
would  permit.  I  never  perceived  the  necefiity  of 
evacuating  the  inteftines  of  thofe  whofe  breath  or 
tongues  did  not  indicate  a  bad  habit  of  body  ; 
in  that  cafe,  children  are  often  liable  to  putrid  fe¬ 
vers,  caufed  by  the  corrupted  matter  which  is 
reforbed  from  the  primæ  viæ  into  the  blood. 
But  the  Small  Pox  has  nothing  in  common  with 
thefe  fevers  ;  inoculate  the  mofi  healthy  man,  and 
if  he  has  not  had  the  difeafe  before,  he  will  re- 

The  greater  part  of  phyficians  are 

in 


ceive  it  nowr. 


IN  THE  SMALL  PO]£.  ij 

in  the  confiant  habit  of  purging  thofe  whom  they 
inoculate.  It  is  in  medicine  as  in  ordinary  life  ; 
men  often  do  addons  without  being  able  to  give 
any  good  reafon  why  they  do  them. 

Co  n  form  able  to  my  views*  I  prefcidbed  the 
following  powders  : 

R. 

V  .  i  - 

Calomel:  vij  mer.  fubiimat  :  gr.  ij. 

SaccSi  :  alb:  3j. 

Tere  fuper  m  armor,  ut  fiat  pul  vis  fubtiiis  :  divid:  in 
dos.  iij. 

1  gave  two  dofes  of  thefe  powders  daily,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  preparation  (that  is,  ten  days 
previous  to  inoculation).  To  thofe  of  a  robuil 
confutation,  or  whofe  age  was  more  advanced,  I, 
from  time  to  time,  added  the  third.  I  continued 
thefe  medicines  after  inoculation,  till  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  eruptive  fymptoms';  after  this 
I  gave  no  other  medicine  than  a  draught  of  weak 
folution  of  cream  of  tartar,  fweetened  by  a  little 
fyrup.  In  the  laft  flage,  I  ordered  a  flight  laxa¬ 
tive  to  carry  off  the  remains  of  the  difeafe. 

It  is  fo  general  that  inoculation  renders  the 
Small  Pox  lefs  fatal,  that  the  proportion  of  dan- 

C  ger 


ïg  EXPERIMENTS  WITH  MERCURY 

ger  between  the  inoculated  and  thofe  who  receive 
it  in  the  natural  way  is  nearly  afcertained.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  ground  the  preference  of  this  me¬ 
thod  merely  on  the  recovery  of  all  my  patients  ; 
in  that,  many  have  been  equally  fuccefslul  ;  but 
what  a  Pro n idled  me,  and  aftonifhed  all  who  faw 
the  patients  under  my  care,  was,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  word;  fpecies  of  Small  Pox  raged  in  the 
city,  and  when  the  heat  was  exceffive,  confequcntly 
the  feafon  very  unfit  for  inoculation,  not  one  of 
the  Cadets  had  any  iicknefs,  confinement  to  his 
bed,  or  indifpofition,  in  any  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 
Indeed,  I  think  it  very  rare  and  furprifing,  that  in 
fuch  a  feafon  as  that  in  which  they  were  inocu¬ 
lated,  not  one  of  fixty-five,  during  the  whole  of 
the  time,  fhould  feel  the  leaft  complaint. 


PART 


æ 


PART  THE  SECOND. 


r“|p« 

JL  h  i  s  fuccefs  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  any  thing  elfe  than  the  Mercury  given 
in  the  preparation  ;  but  this  opinion  was  only  a 
Ample  conjecture,  which  required  to  be  proved 
by  direct  experiments. 

I  shall  now  give  an  account  of  the  mode  in 
which  experiments  for  that  purpofc  were  con- 
conducted. 

* 

Experiment  I. 

I  took  fome  frefh  pus  from  the  arm  of  a  child 
to  whom  I  had  given  the  difeafe  by  inoculation  ; 
I  mixed  it  as  intimately  as  poflible,  with  a  fmall 
portion  of  calomel,  feven  times  fublimed  ;  with 
this  mixture  I  inoculated  three  children — it  was 
inferred  into  both  arms.  The  places  where  the 
inoculations  were  made  (hewed  not  the  lead  puf¬ 
fing,  inflammation,  or  fuppu ration  :  the  children 
perceived  no  fymptom  of  the  difeafe. 

V  .  C  2 
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Experiment  II. 

Uncertain  whether  this  phenomenon  might 
not  depend  on  the  mechanic  addon  of  the  calomel* 

Ï  expofed  pus  newly  taken  from  fome  patients 
to  the  fumes  of  mercury,  for  the  fpace  of  two 
minutes,  and  then  applied  it  to  both  the  arms  of 
two  children.  Neither  patient  fhewed  any  fymp- 
tom  fimilar  to  thole  which  are  feen  in  ordinary 
inoculations. 

Experiment  III. 

\ 

Another  time,  I  mixed  the  variolous  pus  with 
a  very  firong  folution  of  the  fame  calomel  in  com¬ 
mon  water  ;  the  effedl  was  precifely  the  fame, 
that  is  to  fay,  there  was  no  fign  either  of  tumour 
or  inflammation. 

1  » 

'  Experiment  I V, 

It  is  a  fadl,  that  a  certain  difpofition  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  is  necefTary  to  the  production  of  a  conta-  » 
gious  difeafe,  though  we  are  ignorant  what  this 

difpofition 
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difpoiition  is.  The  inoculation  with  common  pus 
was  made  in  the  children  who  had  fubmitted  to 
the  fécond  experiment  ;  the  incifion  caufed  an 
itching*  the  part  became  evidently  inflamed,  and 
the  children  took  the  infection. 


Experiment  V. 

But  the  fame  perform  ay  not  have  this  difpo¬ 
iition  at  one  time,  and  yet  may  afterwards  be 
attacked  by  the  difeafe.  Thefe  experiments, 
therefore,  are  not  thoroughly  fatisfadlory.  At  lad, 
to  make  myfelf  perfectly  certain  of  the  efficacy 
of  this  medicine,  I  made  the  inoculation  in  one 
arm  with  ordinary  matter,  in  the  other  with  that 
mixed  with  calomel,  as  in  the  firft  experiment. 
The  incifion  in  the  arm  inoculated  with  common 
matter  (hewed  evident  marks  of  inflammation; 
the  patient  complained  of  an  itching  ;  fuppura- 
tion  followed  in  proper  time,  and  fome  pullules 
appeared  on  the  body,  accompanied  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  fymptoms.  The  incifion  made  in  the 
other  arm  dried  up  without  any  lign  of  inflam¬ 
mation. 


Experi- 
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Experiment  VI. 

I  inoculated  two  children  wdth  ordinary 
matter  ;  after  the  incifions  were  dried,  I  applied 
two  final!  plaifters  of  common  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment.  Neither  of  the  places  inflamed,  and  the 
inoculation  took  no  effebt. 

r  .  * 

Experiment  VII. 

*  ' 

In  two  other  children,  I  placed  a  plaiffer  on 
one  arm  and  left  the  other  to  itfelf:  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  laft  inflamed  and  conveyed 
the  difeafe,  while  thofe  which  were  covered  with 
the  plaifters  ihewed  no  ftgns  of  itching,  fwelling, 
or  inflammation. 

Experiment  VIII. 

I  left  the  incifton  to  itfelf  till  it  began  to  be 
evidently  inflamed  ;  I  then  applied  a  plaider  of 
the  fame  kind.  On  examination  of  the  part, 
twelve  hours  after,  I  could  not  perceive  the  leaft 
trace  of  the  inflammation.  This  experiment  w'as 
reapeated  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 


Experi- 


IN  THE  SMALL  POX. 


-3 


Experiment  IX. 

One  time  only,  Ï  left  the  one  incifion  entirely 
to  itfelf,  and  the  child  took  the  infection  ;  I  de¬ 
ferred  doing  any  thing  to  the  other  till  it  became 
very  much  inflamed,  and  was  furrounded  with 
fmall  puftles  ;  I  then  covered  it  with  a  plaider  of 
the  fame  kind  :  the  confequence  was,  that  the  in¬ 
flammation,  fwelling,  and  puftles,  totally  dif- 
appeared. 

I  regret  very  much,  that  I  had  not  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  by  multiplied  experiments,  to  fix  the  pre- 
cife  time  at  which  mercury  is  no  longer  able  to 
prevent  the  developement  of  the  variolous  miafma. 
For,  I  imagine,  that  it  may  be  differed  to  proceed 
fo  far,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  this  mineral 
to  prevent  it  ;  but  it  was  impoftible  for  me  to  fix 
the  precife  point.  Perhaps  it  may  be  when  the 
incifion  is  fo  greatly  inflamed  as  to  be  furrounded 
by  puftles. 
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Experiment  X* 

Although  the  experiment  which  I  am  now 
going  to  relate  does  not  immediately  belong  to 
the  preceding,  yet  its  iigularity  makes  me  willing 
to  relate  it. 

I  exposed  a  piece  of  lint,  impregnated  with  va¬ 
riolous  matter,  to  a  cold  of  twenty  degrees  of 
Reaumur’s  fcale,  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours.  The  inoculation  made,  one  time  only ,  with 
this  lint  had  no  effect. 


IT  may  be  afked,  what  can  be  the  ufe  of  thefe 
Experiments  ? 

So  great  are  the  advantages  which  have  refuked 
from  inoculation — fo  great  the  difproportion  of 
deaths,  that  lince  its  introduction,  as  many  people 
as  are  now  living  have  been  preferved,  (for  it  is 
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computed  by  fome,  that  not  more  than  one  of  two 
hundred  and  fifteen,  by  others,  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  by  others,  of  as  many  thoufands, 
properly  prepared,  die  by  inoculation  ;  while  of 
feven  who  take  it  in  the  natural  way,  one — or  of 
nine,  two  die).  However  flrong  thefe  reafons  are 
in  favour  of  inoculation,  there  are  nevertheleft 
many  fo  ill-advifed,  as  to  be  difcouraged  by  a 
tingle  unfortunate  cafe,  without  being  reafonable 
enough  to  réfléchi  on  the  immenfe  number  whom 
this  operation  can  boaff  of  having  faved,  and  to 
remain  liable  to  receive  the  infection  in  the  na¬ 
tural  way,  (the  danger  of  which  is  fo  great,  that 
I  affirm  too  little,  when  Ï  fay,  that  not  more  than 
one  out  of  ten  efcapes  the  difeafe).  It  is  thus,  then, 
that  I  hope  to  be  ufefui  to  mankind,  by  encouraging 
them  to  fubmit  to  inoculation,  which  the  wélffi 
eftablifhed  fpecific  virtue  of  mercury  renders  hill 
lefs  dangerous  than  it  was. 

Indeed,  my  experience  emboldens  me  to  affert, 
that  where  this  mineral  is  given,  as  I  have  ordered, 
it  is  alrnoff  impoflible  any  one  ihould  die  of  ino¬ 
culation,  fo  great  is  its  power  of  deftroying  or 
modeiating  the  force  of  the  variolous  virus. 
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Perhaps  it  may  be  objected,  that  thefe  expe- 
riments  only  prove  that  mercury,  applied  imme¬ 
diately  to  variolous  matter,  is  able  to  impede  or 
deftroy  its  contagious  power  ;  but  that  it  by  no 
means  follows,  that  this  virtue  fhould  not  be  al¬ 
tered  by  the  adtion  of  the  firft  and  fécond 
paffages. 

This  objection  has  lefs  force  than  at  firft  light 
it  appears  to  poifefs.  Food,  whether  animal  or 
vegetable,  fuffers  a  total  change  by  the  addon  of 
the  primæ  viæ,  and  by  the  circulation  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  ;  but  the  cafe  is  very  different  with  this 
mineral  :  when  it  is  adminiltered  by  friction,  it 
paifes  through  the  molt  fubtle  dudts,  and  though 
it  undergoes  the  adtion  of  the  whole  animal  fyf- 
tem,  yet  it  may  be  recovered  from  the  faliva  in  a 
ftate  fo  perfedtly  fimilar  to  that  in  which  it  was 
given,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  molt  Ikilful 
chemilt  to  difcover  the  lealt  alteration  ;  and,  on 
diffection,  it  has  been  fometimes  found  in  the  ca¬ 
vities  of  bones  in  its  molt  perfedt  ftate. 

I  therefore  cannot  conceive,  why  mercury, 
when  applied  externally,  fhould  be  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  difeafe;  and  yet,  when,  given  internally,  it 
fhould  not  even  render  it  more  mild. 
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NO  perfon  is  ignorant,  that  the  Small  Pox  not 
only  fweeps  off  numbers,  but  alfo  very  frequently 
attacks  the  fight,  and  deprives  the  miferable  fuf- 
ferers  of  that  precious  fenfe.  The  fpecific  virtue 
of  mercury  ought  to  diminifh  our  fears  on  that 
head.  To  leffen  this  danger,  we  fhould  frequently 
bathe  the  eyes  of  the  fick  with  rofe  water,  in  which 
a  few  grains  of  dulcified  mercury  have  been  dif- 
folved.  We  might  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  by 
anointing  the  eye-lids  with  fome  weak  mercurial 
ointment. 

By  the  aid  of  the  fame  kind  of  ointment,  the 
fair  fex  may  be  able  to  p  refer  ve  thofe  perfonal 
attrapions  on  which  this  enemy  to  beauty  fo  fre¬ 
quently  makes  his  ravages. 


THESE  are  all  the  advantages  which  refult 
from  the  fpecific  virtue  of  mercury.  It  fecures 
thofe  who  are  expofed  to  the  malignant  epidemics 
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of  this  difeafe,  which  fweep  off  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  are  attacked.  It  is  neither  conjec¬ 
ture  nor  analogy  which  makes  me  recommend  it 
as  a  prefervative  in  thefe  cafes. 

A  most  malignant  Small  Poxr  at  one  time,  car¬ 
ried  off  almoft  all  who  were  feized.  Convinced, 
by  my  own  experience,  of  the  faiutary  effects  of 
this  medicine,  I  advifed  all  who  confulted  me  to 
take  one  or  two  grains  of  mercury  daily,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  age. 

The  greater  part  efcaped  the  difeafe;  thofe 
who  were  feized  continued  the  medicine  till  the 
time  of  the  eruption.  The  effect  was,  that  in 
thefe  the  difeaie  appeared  in  its  mildeft  form, 
while  in  others  it  was  very  violent  and  fatal. 

I  used  the  fame  prefervative  twice  afterwards, 
when  the  Small  Pox  was  fo  violent,  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  who  were  attacked  fell  victims  to  the 
difeafe.  The  efiedt  was  exadfly  the  fame  :  Thofe 
who  took  the  mercury,  either  efcaped  the  difeafe 
or  had  it  in  a  very  flight  manner. 
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But  that  on  which  I  principally  infill  is,  that 
it  fhould  be  given  without  any  mixture  (except  a 
little  fugar,  by  which  it  is  rendered  more  fine  and 
more  divided)  and  particularly  that  it  fhould  not 
be  combined  with  any  purgative  ;  time  ought  to 
be  given  to  permit  its  intimate  mixture  with  the 
humours. 

Let  us  agree  with  ourfelves.  If  mercury  has 
been  demonftrated  to  be  an  antidote  to  the  vario¬ 
lous  poifon,  what  good  end  does  it  anfwer  to  drive 
it  out  of  the  body  ? 
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